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in public benefits, a fact which our own age, with its astonish-
ing development of competition, has perhaps made more
apparent than it has ever been before, Is but another instance
of that principle of the heterogony of ends, which holds good
throughout the moral realm.

But effects like these, so different from their causes, would
cease to be produced if they could not be brought about in-
dependently, by means of causes really adequate to them.
Experience shows that this kind of heteronomous production
of good may suffice to preserve a balance of forces once
established, or to sustain impulses that tend directly towards
the public welfare. But shocking examples of the fate of
moral progress, where egoism alone rules, are to be found in
the phenomena of the moral downfall of whole races, as
history occasionally presents them. Where faithfulness to
professional duties, trustworthiness in social intercourse, self-
sacrifice for the State, have once reached the minimum that
will just about meet the demands of individual welfare, then
the community is doomed to inevitable ruin. Of course, such
an outcome will wreck the happiness of the individual But
where egoism rules supreme, what do the living care for future
generations ? *Aprh nous le deluge? they <5vill say, until the
flood sweeps them away with the words on their lips.

Yet it cannot be denied that self-interest occupies a leading
position among motives of the understanding, at least when
we consider that the interests of the community are, broadly
speaking, ensured through their association with individual
interests. But this very fact, again, represents a powerful
impulsive force operating within the sphere of conduct
governed by the understanding, and constantly opposing
self-interest The official who serves the State perhaps does
his duty in the first instance merely because he finds it to his
own advantage. The worker in industrial arts who benefits
the public by a technical application of some .useful dis-